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Who Did Invent Explo sives ?
by Heizo Nambo

1. The history of black powder and its applications to fire arms before 13 century
has been discussed.

2. Potassium nitrate, a principal component of black powder, was produced only
in China, India and east and west side of Caspian Sea.

3. In 220 B.C. the note about potassium nitrate and sulphur were written in the
Chinese book of medicine, and from 160 B.C. to 120 B.C., metallurgist, Livan wrote
about the metallurgy of KNQO;, S and C under low temperaturs. In 502 A.D.,
Taokongjing, a famous physician, distinguished KNO, from Na, SO, by its violet flame.

4. In 682 A.D. alchemist Quinxuzi, in 850 A.D. Zhengsiynan also wrote about
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these three components in their books of alchemist. Zhengsiynan says when the
operator mixed three conponents, it exploded and burned off the corrage and operator
himself burned his hands. This was the invention of black powder by alchemist, but

. in fact the black powder seems to have been invented from 1st to 5th century, or probably

from 2nd to 1st century B. C. by this process of metallurgy.

5.  After the invention of black powder, it developed into fire works in Sui and
Tang Empire from 6th to 9th century. After 940 fireballs, firearms and powder
ammunition were made in Song Empire. In 1045, the composition of black powder
and the construction of fire arms were written minutely in Son Government’s book of
arms and the art of war.

6. From 1126 to 1279, at the battles between Song, Jim and Mongol Empires,
various fire arrows, fireballs and other fire arms which were made from black powder
were developed. )

7. Mongolian troop used these fire arms in 1219 at the battle of Amu River in

_ Uzbek, in 1241 Wahlstadt in Poland and Olmutz in Moravia, in 1258 Bagdad in Irak,

and in 1274 Hakozaki in Japan.

8. From 1218 to 1258, tecknics of black powder and fireworks of South China
were introduced to Arab countries through the foreign trade between Song and Arab.
Ibn al Baythar noted in his book of medicine salt petre as Chinese snow, and in 1249
Roger Bacon wrote about the process of refining KNO; and composition of black
powder in “Operikus Artis et Magial.”

9. Thus the author concludes that the black powder was invented by Chinese
alchemists from 2nd to 3rd century, and from 10th to 13th century it developed into
fire armsin Song, Jim and Mongol Empire. Their technics were introduced through
Arab to European countries in later period of 13th century.

(Nippon Kayaku Co., Ltd.)
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